Kalam's Call To The NatiorrR
9. Dr. KALAM SPROUTING LEADERSHIP
Dr. Kalam evolved as a great leader from the stature of a paperboy to
the President of India. His leadership evolution will be a practical lesson to
all prospective leaders. He hailed from a middle class family and knew the
value of money. At the age of seven during the Second World War, having
seen the sudden demand for tamarind seeds, he collected and sold them to
the provisional store and earned an anna a day. He used to study well and
during his free time, he would help his brothers in running a provision store.
He gained commercial experience by noticing the fast moving items and the
slow moving items and their impact on the life of the customers. In this way
he never lost any opportunity to build up the leadership qualities from an
early age.
Typically, like any other youth, after getting B.Sc, degree, he wondered
what to do next. His childhood dream of flying in the sky led him to opt for
Aeronautical Engineering at the Madras Institute of Technology (MIT). As he
was unable to afford the high fee for such courses, his sister Zohra mortgaged
her ornaments to help him out. Dr. Kalam well understood these difficulties
and worked hard to lay a strong foundation for his career.
Dr. Kalam as a great leader
In 1958, Dr. Kalam started his career as a senior scientific assistant at
Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO). Here he was the
leader of a team formed to design and develop the first indigenous prototype
hovercraft called Nandi. Identifying Dr. Kalam's talent, Indian Committee
for Space Research (INCOSPAR) appointed him as a rocket engineer.
Between 1963-82, he sewed the Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO) in various capacities. At Thumba, a place near Trivandrum, he worked
_____Success can only   come to you by courageous leadership._____
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